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Executive Summary

Seven years after the launch of the Broader, Bolder Approach to Education, BBA has
moved from marginal to mainstream, leading scholars affirm the significant barriers to school

success posed by poverty; several high-profile reports call for policies to alleviate them; and core compo-

nents of the BBA agenda – quality early childhood education, support for health care and nutrition, after-

school and summer enrichment, and supports-based accountability systems that employ broad measures

of student progress – have gained public attention and policy momentum.

Yet child poverty rates are higher than ever, their impacts are compounded by minority racial and Eng-

lish Language Learner status, and education policies still fail to make addressing poverty-related chal-

lenges to learning a core priority. Now that Congress has finally reauthorized ESEA, a refreshed BBA

with an explicit, expanded policy agenda can build on the promise of the Every Student Succeeds Act to

advance state and district policy agendas that effectively mitigate poverty’s impacts.

BBA alleviates out-of-school barriers to success through:

Enriching Early Childhood Experiences. A Broader, Bolder Approach to Education narrows

the large gaps across multiple domains that exist before children begin school, by combining univer-

sal and targeted supports to create a birth-to-5 system of aligned, quality services.
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Enhancing afterschool and summer opportunities. A Broader, Bolder Approach alleviates

disparities in learning opportunities before and after school and over the summer by providing all

students enriching and equitable experiences all day and throughout the year.

Improving health. A Broader, Bolder Approach mitigates health-related disparities in attention

and attendance by establishing a strong foundation for all students’ physical and mental health and

by incorporating wellness into education policies and practice.

Promoting better nutrition. A Broader Bolder Approach ensures that students are not distracted

from learning by hunger through a school system supported by other agencies and structured to

deliver consistent access to nutritious food without stigma or barriers to access.

BBA narrows opportunity gaps by calling on policymakers to:

Provide equitable funding. A Broader, Bolder Approach ensures that schools’ resources are com-

mensurate with their needs, enabling our public education system to strive toward its historic ideal

as a great equalizer that compensates for student disadvantage, rather than compounds it.

Promote holistic, supports-based accountability systems. Recognizing the complexity of

the educational process and the interconnected nature of its various parts, A Broader, Bolder calls for

a richer and more holistic approach to accountability that builds in supports that are well targeted to

promote broad measures of student well-being.

Enhance teacher and principal quality. A Broader, Bolder Approach to Education works to

secure every student access to qualified, experienced, dedicated teachers who are led by strong prin-

cipals. It also builds a professional system that makes teaching and leading in high-needs schools

attractive and meaningful.

Strengthen accountability for charter schools. In keeping with how the best-run charters

now operate, a Broader, Bolder Approach establishes a framework of rules that enhances the benefits

of charters for the students and communities they serve.

BBA strengthens communities to improve schools and student outcomes by

Addressing issues of segregation and concentrated poverty. A Broader, Bolder Approach

to Education prioritizes increasing the racial and socioeconomic integration of schools, a strategy

proven to greatly improve the odds of success for disadvantaged students and to benefit all.

Grounding reform in community input. A Broader, Bolder Approach ensures that the voices

of parents, students, educators, and school and community leaders are among those central to policy

making, providing essential data missing from current discussions.

A Broader, Bolder Approach to Education aims not just to beat the odds for a few stu-
dents, as is true of many recent education reforms, but to improve the odds of success for
all children. Directly tackling poverty-related impediments to teaching and learning ensures all chil-

dren have meaningful opportunities to learn and to build the foundations for healthy, productive lives.
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The good news is that a growing number of urban, suburban, and rural districts across the country have

embraced a Broader, Bolder Approach. Some are full-service community schools districts, others are

supported by Promise Neighborhood grants and other federal and state initiatives, and a few were estab-

lished by wealthy individuals with a passion for leveling the playing field. All of them recognize that

learning begins long before kindergarten, that the goals of public education extend far beyond reading

and writing at grade level, and that the needs and assets of children, their families, and their schools and

communities must be the basis for successful education reform.

But these districts are still exceptions, not the norm. Aligning and expanding the policies and funding

streams that support them will make these efforts more sustainable, as will having agencies at all levels

of government join forces to meet students’ and schools’ needs. And embedding these changes as core

components of federal, state, and local legislation will transport them from the margins to the center of

next-generation education policies. At this critical moment, we must seize the opportunity to take a truly

Broader, Bolder Approach to Education.
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